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mBMBti Legal Authority for Operating Fending 


1. the Comptroller Oeaerel has « dad ca this in^Iob twice, 
la 32 ©asp. 9m» 12k (1-111006, 19 August 1992# h* 

au th ority of the FH to operate vending n e tch i acs for the bessef it 
of enlme velfar® group® * la 32 Oep* Oeu. 12fe (B-H2640, 

10 Seeaefear 1952), ho distingodsiied his ea rlier OplMoi, &UXm& 
the Foot Office De pa rt m e nt , 

However, la the aattar wider ooB*td«mti<» it •»»■*** 
that cKastreetaal meaijiwentf for the inetal leant pwcfcaae, 
i&rtallatleo, ead operation of vending ra ee biags at various 
poet office* were wade by postal anployna group* with 
aJadal strati ve a p p rov a l, and with the understanding that 
aar proceeds received hy the ewpfcyee groups fine the 
q ap Kett iQ B of the aacMnes could he retained by' thee* 

SSlethe legal authority of the atodxdstretlw* ofridads 
to here iijriniil Ise sudt ea aeraagaaent Is doubtful. It 
has teas eoweleded that me Office «m interpose m 
objection to the continued use of proceeds derived ty 
eeglspsa grow^e free the operat ion of eu* aeehinea for 
nijiln na general weJJBre activities p e n d ing further action 
la the setter ty the Congress is the fore of clarifying 
iegtala*aoa as Tecr—enrted. i» the resort of this Offiee 
to the Congress, August 10, 19*9, S-4510-U* 

2. fba second decision has bean I nte r preted esse broadly ms 
It# l angu a ge would seen to permit. Stole Offle (MC ©pinieo IT 
Feimaey 1953) chested with SAC and was inforatd thrt the cordon 
permitted the fenaa*£en of new aeplcyee welfare group® sad the 
operatise of new vending Machines. la light of this opinion 
agency policy wee a i ewunand in 2 23-660-7, 27 Oc t obe r 1953* 

3. this paadtdea wee esaflraed in an CSC Opinion of 2te 
August 1955* This data 1 ehecfe ad again with Hr. lewis 13y of 
PBS who verified the practice. Congress has nut acted m this 
subject. 
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h. we any therefor cpemtc vending Machines to toe » m 
building for the benefit of aoplcyee welfare subject to 

certain restrictions isspo set. to behalf of blind steeds. 

>. The itekloGLph-Shepfckrl Act (20 June 193u, aa sa ea& a d * 

20 W3GA 107 ) provide®, 

TPer the purpose of providing blind persons with • 
raanaemtivs sagao^smt, enlarging the econaado opport- 
unities of the blind, end stimlatiog the blind to 
greater efforts to atrSvtog to onto th emu elves self* 
suppottiiig, blind persons licensed under the previsions 
of sections lOj-lcr/f of this title shell he aattoslsed 
to Opereto vending stands on any fed e r al 'property vhara 
smet. ^^garsJlK® 9tm&s wpy b© «i*A jj^UrtN wi te^ 7 y 

operated by blind persons* 2n an&torlalng the apemtioe 
of ven d ing s tuds on F edere l property , preference shell 
he given, so tor es feesible, to blind persons licensed 
by e abate agency ns provided to said sections; set toe 
heed of each departm e n t or agency to control of toe 
ento to eenee , operation, end prottetien of federal 
p r o pe rty shell, after consultation with the S ecr e tory , 

'tod vito. the approva l of toe freetAent, prescribe reg- 
ulations designed to ensure such ' p ref e re n ce (including 
toatgawen t of vending eacbise in ones to achieve and protect 
such preferenc e) for such llo t n e e d blind persona without 
unduly ieooawenienclng such depertasnto tod agencies 
or adversely effecting the interests of toe Uni tod States.. *' 

€.. Xt should be notoft tost blind steads here pr e ferenc e over 
eapleyee eeUtoe groups in toe operatise of vending natolaeg. 

Kr. S3y bee Indicated tost if vending nechiaea are so loeetod 
«e. to tales business free * blind stand, toe o per at or thereof Is 
entitled to the pro ce ed a. 

7* Xt stooM to recalled tost tor* Sly isfenaed us earlier 
tost blind stands would, net to installed in any building if 
resacutoly opposed by the heed of the occupying agency. 
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